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East Interlake Watershed District
Founded in 2005 in partnership with

municipalities & the Province of  Manitoba
to deliver land & water conservation
programs. Here is a summary of our

activities from the past 20 years!

eastinterlake.ca

(204) 642-757815 Jacobson Drive, Gimli
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57 Bridges Surveyed

 >5,000 km of Drains Surveyed

11,550 Culverts Surveyed

15 Data Requests Completed

FISHER RIVER Watershed

Documentary 

2,794 Private Well

water samples

436 Abandoned 

Wells Sealed

2012 Manitoba Excellence in

Sustainability Award

175 Rain Barrels
sold
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4 Integrated Watershed

Management Plans,

Updating 2

 4 Watershed Reports

11 Research Reports

>470 Outreach Events

Followers
691
1.2k
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Planted 108, 413 m of Eco-buffer
Shelterbelts,

72.0 ac Reforested utilizing 
119,944 trees planted
29 Mulch Applicator & 

Tree Planter rentals
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LiDAR Watershed
Project Planning Tool 

LiDAR Watershed

Project Planning Tool 

Excluded 4112 Cows from 323 ac of 

Riparian areas with 51.9 km 

of Riparian Fencing

80 Rotational Grazing Projects

49 Alternative Watering Systems

Managing Cattle
Pen Runoff Project

Managing Cattle
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Created 
Gaynor Family Regional

Library’s URBAN PRAIRIE
and

 Bees and Beyond Woodland
POLLINATOR GARDEN
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558 Quarterly Surface Water

Samples from 9 waterways

278 Community-Based Monitoring

Waterway samples from 4 sites

41 Pesticide Monitoring samples

95 Upstream samples from 16 sites

59 Storm Water Samples 

Arborg • Armstrong • Bifrost-Riverton • Dunnottar
Fisher • Gimli • Grahamdale Rockwood • Rosser

St. Andrews • Selkirk • Stonewall • Teulon  
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39 Wetland Projects

671.77 Acres

446.97 Ac-Ft of Water Storage

39 Wetland Projects
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14 Conservation Agreements
54 Conservation Contracts
2,046.26 Acres

14 Conservation Agreements

54 Conservation Contracts

2,046.26 Acres

1529 EPP Applications

12,990 ac of Agronomic Support

12,900 ac of Soil Mapping

627 Soil Tests

38 Equipment Upgrades

124 Slow Release Fertilizer, Inhibitors

& Synthetic Fertilizer Offset projects: 83,482 ac
76 Increased Legumes Seeding projects: 11,679 ac

111 Cover Crop Projects: 14,511 ac

13 Pasture Improvement Projects: 770 ac 

Sampled algal

bloom at

Pine Dock

Arborg Fish
Ladder
Project 

Arborg Fish

Ladder

Project 

 Native Grassland Restoration:
356 acres planted and maintained

 3 Operation
Pollinator

Planting Sites

 3 Operation

Pollinator

Planting Sites

> 360 Bags of
Invasive Plants

Removed

> 360 Bags of

Invasive Plants

Removed

2.4 acres

Seeded

Waterways

174 Benthic

Invertebrate

Samples

43,871 Trees

Given away
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OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
East Interlake Watershed District staff had a very busy 2025! We

have worked hard to deliver programming to over 186

landowners, providing significant ecological goods and services to

the Watershed District.  

Wetland Projects

3 sites enhanced/created and protected 

12.0 acres, 10.25 acre-feet

Grasslands

7 sites planted with native vegetation; 23.96 acres

2 sites prepared for planting in 2026; 130 acres

2 sites maintained; 3.5 acres 

GROW Protection Payments

10 ten-year contracts signed with landowners 

123.1 ac of forest and shelterbelts, 30.66 ac of wetland, 153.76 ac protected in total 

Shelterbelts & Reforestation 

16 Shelterbelt projects

A Tree Give Away

29,412 trees planted within EIWD

Abandoned Wells

21 wells decommissioned 

Water Sampling 

89 water samples taken

Education and Outreach

40 Events Total; 1 School Presentation and 4 Education events; 9 Sponsored

EcoVan Presentations; 15 Outreach Events; 2 presentation at the MAW

Conference; 3 PWCP outreach meetings; 2 Sub-District Meetings and a

watershed tour; 3 RM Presentations; a Shelterbelt info session 

Regenerative Agriculture

23 Landowners with cover crops; 2,547 ac

3 Pasture improvements; 191 ac

 

11 Slow Release Fertilizer, Inhibitors & Synthetic Fertilizer and

Split Application offsets; 9,581 ac

16 Increasing Seeding Legumes projects, 2,130 ac

74 soil Tests;  8,387 acres

3 equipment upgrades

Exclusion Fencing, Rotational Grazing & Alternative Watering Systems
27 rotational grazing projects; 3 mobile fencing projects; 7 windbreak 
panel projects; 1,900+ animals impacted by projects

9 alternative watering systems installed

7,164.5 m of exclusion fencing; 120 ac of riparian area protected
290 head of livestock excluded from waterways
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27 rotational grazing projects; 3 mobile fencing projects; 7 windbreak 

panel projects; 1,900+ animals impacted by projects

9 alternative watering systems installed

7,164.5 m of exclusion fencing; 120 ac of riparian area protected

290 head of livestock excluded from waterways

Fisher River

Washow Bay Creek

Icelandic River

Willow
Creek

Netley
Creek

Wavey Creek

Parks Creek

Grassmere Creek
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Grasslands

42 sites planted with native vegetation and/or species to increase

native pollinator habitat; 356 ac

Provided maintenance to 12 sites; 239.5 ac

Wetland Projects

39 sites created, protected, and/or rehabilitated; 671.77 acres; 446.97 acre-feet

Shoreline Enhancement

5 sites planted with native vegetation to stabilize banks

440m of slopes and enhance wildlife habitat

Conservation Agreements

14 agreements, 53 contracts signed with landowners and the Manitoba

Habitat Conservancy or EIWD; 2,043.76 acres 

Waterways

10 waterways enhanced through native plantings, aeration, and fish ladders

Tree Plantings

108,413 m; 72.0 ac reforested; 119, 944 trees

29 mulch applicator and tree planter rentals

STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS
Protecting, enhancing, and restoring natural areas
across the district is essential in maintaining the
overall health of our watershed. We support
watershed health using various funding sources
to provide tailored programming and projects to
meet unique landowner needs.
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meet unique landowner needs.
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Regenerative Agriculture

111 cover crop projects; 14,511.1 ac

13 Pasture Improvement Projects; 770 ac

136 Slow Release Fertilizer, Inhibitors & Synthetic Fertilizer and

Split Application offsets; 95,834 ac

76 Increasing Seeding Legumes; 11,679.2 ac

 627 soil Tests

12,900 ac of soil mapping

12,990 ac of Agronomic Support

38 equipment upgrades

Exclusion Fencing, Rotational Grazing & 

Alternative Watering Systems

80 rotational grazing projects

49 alternative watering systems

51.9 km of exclusion fencing

4,112 head of livestock excluded from waterways

323.2 ac of riparian area protected
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Clean, safe drinking water is essential for

human life and the well-being of our

communities. To protect our drinking water,

we offer rebates to seal abandoned wells and

previously operated the Well Inventory

Program.

The Well Inventory Program gathered

information on the location and condition of

private wells to better understand potential

risks to drinking water sources. Water samples

were analyzed for potential bacterial

contamination and nitrates that may affect

human health. The collected data allowed for

identification of conditions or activities that

could lead to the contamination of private

wells.

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
Fisher River

Washow Bay Creek

Icelandic
River

Willow
Creek

Netley Creek

Wavey Creek

Parks Creek

Grassmere Creek

Abandoned Well Sealing Rebate Program

436 wells decommissioned 

Well Inventory Program

2,794 private wells sampled

The Abandoned Well Sealing Rebate Program promotes
the proper sealing of abandoned wells. Sealing these wells
prevents contaminants from entering the underground
aquifer, protecting the quality of drinking water. Sealing
abandoned wells also eliminates safety hazards and reduces
the risk of uncontrolled water flow at the surface.
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Quarterly Water Sampling

9 Sites

558 samples taken since 2007 

LWF Community Based Monitoring

4 Sites 

278 samples taken since 2017 

Federal Pesticide Monitoring 

1 Site

41 samples taken in 2025 

Storm Water Sampling

36 samples taken in Selkirk in 2012/2013

23 samples taken in Gimli in 2008/2009

Benthic Invertebrate Sampling

Partnership with Lake Winnipeg Foundation

174 samples collected

Upstream Water Quality

Partnership with Lake Winnipeg Foundation

174 samples collected

SURFACE WATER QUALITY
Our Surface Water Sampling Program monitors long-term the

water quality of our nine major waterways.  We supplement this

with our monitoring work with the Lake Winnipeg Foundation

(LWF) and the Federal Government.

Our Benthic Invertebrate Sampling Program analyzed the health of

local benthic invertebrate (water bugs that live at the bottom of

waterways) populations.  This provided important information on

water quality as they are excellent indicators of waterway health. 

We have partnered with DataStream to ensure our water

quality data is available and accessible to our community

members. Simply search for East Interlake Watershed District at

the following address to find our data.

 
DataStream:
https://lakewinnipegdatastream.ca/
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20 Years! 
We’re looking forward
to the next 20+ years!

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Education and Outreach:  473 Events

Vital to our mandate is public education. When we educate our

youth and provide up to date information for our landowners we are

ensuring that our youth care for our environment while having fun,

our landowners have the knowledge to better manage their land.

Everyone has the opportunity to learn more about environmental

practices and programming that will lead us to a healthier watershed.  

Over the past 20 years we have attended over 473 education and

outreach events.  These events include:

Presentations to Schools and other organizations

Meetings and information Sessions

Watershed tours

Attending Local Fairs/events with environmentally

friendly giveaways and activities

Water Festivals

We have handed out:

Over 3,800 bags of big bluestem

30, 000 trees

Over 2,600 bags of native pollinator seed mix

100 milkweed plants

Fisher River

Washow Bay
Creek

Icelandic River

Willow Creek

Netley Creek

Wavey Creek

Parks Creek

Grassmere Creek

Mantagao
River

A huge thank you goes out to the landowners within our district that make all of

our projects possible. Thank you to our outstanding Board Members for their

guidance and commitment to our watershed. Our projects would not be possible

without our landowners, Board Members, partners, or the assistance from our

funders.    Thank you!


